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that will interfere with our preparing for our own defense
by introducing a system of universal obligatory military
training modeled on the Swiss plan. Finally, make it per-
fectly clear that we do not intend to take a position of an
international * Meddlesome Matty/ The American people
don't wiah to go into an overseas war unless for a very great
cause and where the issue is absolutely plain. Therefore,
we don't wish to undertake responsibility of sending our
gallant young man to die in obscure fights in the Balkans or
in Central Kuropo, or in a war we do not approve of.
Moreover, the American people don't intend to give up
the Monroe Doctrine. Let civilized Europe and Asia intro-
duce Home kind of police system in the weak and disorderly
countries at their thresholds. But let the United States
treat Mexico as our Balkan Peninsula and refuse to allow
European or Asiatic powers to interfere on this continent in
any way that implies permanent or semi-permanent posses-
sion. Every one of our allies will with delight grant this
request if President Wilson chooses to make it and it will
be a great minfortune if it is not made.

"I believe that fiueh an effort made moderately and sanely
but Hincerely and with utter scorn for words that are not
made good by deeds will be productive of real and lasting
international good."

ThiB article was sent by telegraph to the Kansas City
Star on January 5, 1919, but was not published till some

clays after his death. A letter that he wrote on January 3,
1919, two clays earlier, both by its character and the cir-
cumstances of its publication, is entitled to rank as his final
message to the American people. This was addressed to the
President of the American Defense Society and was read
at a great mann mooting under the auspices of that or-
ganization, in the Hippodrome in New York, on the evening
of January 5. It was published on the morning of January
6, the day of his death. He had no thought when he was
preparing this, as his letters at the time show, that it was
to be his last appeal to the patriotism and loyalty of his